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WORKERS FOR SUNDAY
July 12, 2026

DEACONS OF THE WEEK
James Chadwick * Jim Greene

NURSERY WORKERS DURING WORSHIP
Starlene Williams Pam Ford
Elizabeth Smith
SAFETY TEAM — TEAM TWO
Sam & Sheree Lonas
Scott Frei Gary Smith Randy Burgin
VAN DRIVER
Norman Smelcer

Periodical
Postage
PAID
OR CURRENT OCCUPANT
' THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES |

SUNDAY, JULY 12
9:30am—SS; 10:50am—Morning Worship
3:30pm—Church Council/Budget & Finance
6:00-8:30—VBS

MONDAY, JULY 13
1:00pm—GROW
5:00-5:40pm—VBS Workers’ Meal
6:00-8:30—VBS

TUESDAY, JULY 14
5:00-5:40pm—VBS Workers’ Meal
6:00-8:30—VBS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15

PRAYERS:
In The Hospital

Ken Burnett, U.T. Hospital
Lacey Hooper, Ft. Sanders

Sympathy
To Calvin Green in the passing
of his wife, Carolyn

5:00-5:40pm—VBS Workers’ Meal
6:00-8:30—VBS

THURSDAY, JULY 16
5:00-5:40pm—VBS Workers’ Meal
6:00-8:30—VBS

FRIDAY, JULY 17
6:00-8:30—VBS Family Fun Night

SATURDAY, JULY 18

Youth Hangout Night

VBS July 12-16
T Senday-Thorscay
Family Fun Night,
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STarioN
Friday, July 17
4 Years-5th Grade & Adult Class

Pre-registration forms are available in bul-

letins. You can also call or email the
church office to register for VBS.

VBS Workers: There will be a meal provided

Monday-Thursday, 5:00-5:40.
Please call or email the office if you
plan to attend.

Invite someone to VBS!

“Given

Observance of the
Lord’s Supper
Sunday, July 12

Women on Mission July Project
Collect School Supplies
for Montgomery Village @

Spiral binders  3-ring binders éy SCHOOL
Backpacks Pencils Pens SUPPLIES
Crayons  Glue sticks @
Colored markers Pencils NEEDED
Wide-ruled paper Pocket folders
Place items in box located near office!

Sunday Sermon
Series Beginning
July 19
“Fish Stories”

Wednesday Bible 2 N,
Study “Ruth: A Love |

That Redeems”’

;;{ RUTHY

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
Youth Hangout Night
Saturday, July 18

Youth Rally Nights
Thursday-Saturday, July 23-25

G.R.O.W. Monday, June 13 at 1:00
Canvassing the community with door
hangers about MBC and inviting to VBS!

Quarterly Sunday School
Teachers & Assistants Meeting
Sunday, July 26th at 8:00 am in the

fellowship hall. Breakfast provided.

Senior Adult Bible Study S«
July 28 at 10:30




Truth in a World of Empty Words
A Devotional on Psalm 12

Psalm 12, another of David’s psalms, was proba-
bly written during his time in the court of King
Saul. It opens with a cry that feels strikingly rele-
vant today: “Save, O Lord, for the godly one is
gone; for the faithful have vanished from among
the children of man” (Vv. 12:1). David looked
around and saw a culture where truth was be-
coming increasingly rare. People spoke what ben-
efited themselves. Their words were filled with
flattery, deception, and pride.

As David observed the world around him, he rec-
ognized that the problem was not simply bad be-
havior, it was a heart issue. This is so fitting as
we have spent two weeks looking at the very
same issue within the Corinthian Church. When
people reject God's truth, they often replace it
with their own. The result is often confusion, divi-
sion, and brokenness. Yet in the middle of a world
filled with unreliable voices, David points us to a
source we can trust. The Lord declares, “Because
the poor are plundered, because the needy
groan, | will now arise” (Vv. 12:5). God is not si-
lent forever! He sees the struggles of His people,
and He acts according to His perfect justice and
timing.

The centerpiece of the psalm is found in verse
6: “The words of the Lord are pure words, like
silver refined in a furnace on the ground, purified
seven times” (Vv. 12:6). Unlike the empty promis-
es and changing opinions of man, God's Word is
pure, trustworthy, and enduring. Psalm 12 re-
minds us that when we are surrounded by confu-
sion, we do not need a new truth—we need to
return to God's truth.

David closes the psalm acknowledging that wick-
edness still exists all around him. The culture has
not suddenly changed; the challenges still remain.
Yet David's confidence is no longer in the words
of people but in the promises of God. Our spiritual
maturity will be measured by our willingness to
submit our lives to God's Word rather than the
opinions of the world. Psalm 12 calls us to that
kind of faithfulness.

So, when you are surrounded by conflicting mes-
sages and shifting values, remember where truth
is found.

“The words of the Lord are pure words, like silver
refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven
times” (Vv. 12:6).

Grace be with you, Christopher S. Milligan

Attendance
July 5 - Sunday School
Preschool 6
Children 9
Youth 4
Adults 80

Total 99
Visitors 4

Worship Service: 133

Contacts for the week of 6/29—7/5 Total: 57

4 &5 Years—17 Adult 3—10 Adult 4—39
Giving

Giving For July 5

General Budget Fund $11,181.30

Capital Improvements 10.00

Rusty Dixon Fund 10.00

Non-Budget Desig. 50.00

Youth Account 500.00
Grand Total $11,751.30

Online Giving $ 480.00

Monthly Budget Requirement $51,083.00
July Budget Giving $11,661.30

DONATE TO RUSTY DIXON
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Rusty Dixon Scholarship Fund was established
to encourage students and help them with
college expenses. This scholarship is given
to active members at Meridian.
Please consider donating to this fund.

Meridian has 7 church pews they would like to
donate. If you know of a church or you as an
individual are interested, please contact the office.

CHURCH TEXTS
To receive texts from MBC for prayer
requests, special announcements, etc., text:
mbcnews to 865-822-8635.

Music Ministry News

One more time! What a great worship service on
Sunday, June 28 to help kick off the celebration of
our 250th National Birthday. | hope you had a
great celebration leading up to the blow out on
Saturday, July 4th. And a great thank you to Bro.
Chris, his first official worship service to speak to
Meridian as an ordained minister. An incredible job
this past Sunday, July 5th.

| ran across a phrase today you might like and
need for this week, “Worship is the heartbeat of
discipleship because in the gym (time alone with
God) is where God strengthens the heart.” Time
alone with God is imperative in the heart of the
maturing Christ follower, listening more than talk-
ing, to hear the Master’s plan for the day. We are
always on His mind, and He is always working on
our behalf. So, | encourage you to exercise your
faith and prayer muscles. You will need them. Use
the following lyrics to guide your thoughts.

Goodness of God

I love You Lord, Your mercy never fails me

All my days, I've been held in Your hands

From the moment that | wake up, until | lay my head
I will sing of the goodness of God.

I love Your voice, You have led me through the fire
In darkest night, You are close like no other

I've known You as a Father, I've known You as a friend
And | have lived in the goodness of God

Chorus

All my life You have been faithful

All my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that | am able

| will sing of the goodness of God

Bridge
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me (repeat 3xs)

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for your faithfulness and
goodness to me, and for fellow Christians who
love you and love others well.

Bro. Mark is in need of some 4-drawer
metal filing cabinets. If you have any
to donate, please contact him.

" FROM THE PASTOR’'S DESK
| heard a story about a young man who prayed a
very fervent prayer. This young man had gone
into the local drugstore to buy three boxes of
chocolate: small, medium, and large. When the
pharmacist asked him about the three boxes, he
said, “Well, 'm going over to a new girlfriend’s
house for supper. Then we’re going out. If she
only lets me hold her hand, then I'll give her the
small box. If she lets me kiss her on the cheek,
then I'll give her the medium box. But if she real-
ly lets me smooch seriously, I'll give her the big
box.” He made his purchase and left. That even-
ing as he sat down at dinner with his girlfriend’s
family, he asked if he could say the prayer be-
fore the meal. He began to pray very fervently,
and prayed an earnest, intense prayer that last-
ed for almost five minutes. When he finished, he
had broken out in a sweat. His girlfriend said,
“You never told me you were such a religious
person.” He said distressfully, “And you never
told me your dad was a pharmacist!”

What does it really mean to pray fervently? It
means to pray with earnestness and passion. It
means to pray with intensity and with devotion.
James 5:16 says, “The prayer of a righteous per-
son has great power as it is working.” In other
words, when people pray with fervency, there
are results. When | think of fervent prayers, |
think of Hannah weeping and praying to the Lord
to open her womb. | think of Nehemiah'’s prayer
of brokenness that Jerusalem lie in ruins. | think
of King Hezekiah as he fervently prayed for an
extension on life. To pray fervently is to pray with
sincerity, transparency, and authenticity.

Author John Godson wrote, “Many of our prayers
are not answered because they are cold and
lukewarm. They are simply the lips saying words
that do not move God. God is moved by passion
and fervency. God is not moved by long Pharisa-
ical prayers. They are superficial and at best po-
etic. God is moved by cries that come from deep
within the heart.”

Oh that we would pray fervently and do so for
the glory of God!

In Christ,
Pastor Michael




