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WORKERS FOR SUNDAY
December 7, 2025

DEACONS OF THE WEEK
Jim Brackett *  David Ghormley

EXTENDED SESSION WORKERS
Sheree Lonas  Shauna Kirkland
SAFETY TEAM — TEAM THREE
Jay & Tina King
David Brewer  Jim Greene

VAN DRIVER
David McLemore

Search Committee for Music Minister
Randy Burgin, Cynthia Headrick, Tommy

Leavelle, Jon McCammon, Brenda Swinson
Weekly Prayer: Pray that our congregation will pa-
tiently await God’s timing and settle for nothing less
than His perfect will. Ask God for His leadership in
giving us a true man of God and the right music and
worship minister. Hebrews 6:12

INFORMATION: NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-THURSDAY 8:00-4:30

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5
6:00pm—Deacon Banquet for Widows/Widowers
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
6:00pm—Adult 2 Christmas Party
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7
9:30am—Sunday School
10:50am—Morning Worship-Hanging of the Green
3:30pm—Church Council/Budget & Finance
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9
5:00pm—Honduras Mission Team Meeting
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10
6:00pm—TeamKid
6:00pm—Students “The Upper Room”
6:15pm—Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
7:15pm—Sanctuary Choir Practice
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11
12:00pm—Willing/Ed Arnett & Fellowship/
A3 Couples Christmas Party
6:30pm—Gene Walkup Class Christmas Party
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12
7:00am—NMission of Hope to Huntsville
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
9:30am—Workers here for Food Box Distribution
1:45pm—Senior Adults to Nativity Pageant
6:00pm—PATH Christmas Party
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Meridian Baptist Church
6513 Chapman Highway
Knoxville, TN 37920
865-577-6617

December 5, 2025

New Sermon
Series
“He Shall
Be Called”

~ Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
’ Our Goal: $12,000
Given to date: $2,650
Help us reach our goal!
Week of Prayer: Nov. 30-Dec. 7

Christmas Food Boxes
Food boxes due December 7
A gracious member has donated
toward the cost of perishable items.
Food box distribution is Saturday, December 13
(workers, be here at 9:30am).

Musical Entertainment:
Violinist, Adrian Pena
Widows & Widowers are invited guests of the
Deacons at their annual Christmas Banquet.
Please confirm your attendance by calling the
office & if you will need a ride to the banquet.

Annual Deacon Christmas Banquet
Friday, December 5th at 6:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Communion Service

December 24th at 4:00
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UPCOMING DECEMBER EVENTS
Dec 5 6pm-Deacon Banquet
Dec 6 6pm-Adult 2 Christmas Party
Dec 7 10:50am-Hanging of the Green Service
Dec 11 Noon-Willing, A3Couples, Ed Arnett/

Fellowship Christmas Party

Dec 11 6:30pm-Gene Walkup Class Party
Dec 12 7am-Mission of Hope Huntsville
Dec 13 10:30am-Food Box Distribution
Dec 13 1:45—Senior Adults to Nativity Pageant
Dec 13 6pm—PATH Christmas Party
Dec 14 12:15-Children Christmas Party
Dec 17 Noon-Winsome Class Christmas Party
Dec 20 6pm—Youth Christmas Party
Dec 21 10:50am—Choir Christmas Musical
Dec 24 4pm—Christmas Eve Service
Dec 24-Jan 2—Church Office Closed

Hanging of the Green Service
Sunday, December 7 at 10:50
If you have been assigned a reading part
or decoration, please report to the
Sanctuary by 10:20 AM
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Children’s Christmas Party
Sunday, December 14 following service
Call the office if you plan to attend!

Youth Christmas Party
Saturday, December 20 at 6pm
At the Evers’ home
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Discipleship Tips | My Heart; My Story

As | sit in my office today thinking about which dis-
cipleship topic to address, my mind keeps return-
ing to what I've been reading in my quiet time—
Paul's letter to the Romans. Written by arguably
one of the greatest disciple-makers after Christ,
Romans opens with Paul's deep conviction about
the gospel & its transforming power. That feels like
the place | should have started this series as well.

| want you to understand my deep conviction for
discipleship. We live in a time when discipleship
has quietly slipped into the background behind pro-
grams and charitable efforts. Let me be clear: pro-
grams and charity are good things. God uses
them. But by themselves, they cannot produce
faithful, growing followers of Christ.

My own discipleship journey truly began when an
older man in my life noticed that—even though |
was deeply involved in church—none of those pro-
grams or activities were actually helping me take
the next step in my faith. | had grown up in church.
| knew the big Bible stories. | could name the
books of the Bible (on my best days), and | could
list most of the disciples—although Thaddaeus
always tripped me up. | attended every Sunday
and Wednesday service. | went to every camp and
conference. | had roles in all the Christmas and
Easter plays. | even volunteered every year at the
OCC sorting facility. From the outside, it looked like
| had everything | needed for spiritual growth.

But the truth was that although all of those things
were good, none of them really challenged me to
grow.

That changed when a man named Katlin Kimsey
(grandson of Libby Kimsey—small world!) recog-
nized that | needed something deeper. He took a
one-on-one approach and poured into my life. He
showed me that all the activities | was doing were
meant to be expressions of a heart transformed by
the Spirit, not replacements for true spiritual for-
mation. He walked through Scripture with me—not
just so | could understand it intellectually, but so |
could learn how to live it out practically. He offered
wisdom from his own life and from those who had
discipled him. He took me under his wing and
taught me what it means not only to know what |
believe, but to live it out as a faithful follower of
Jesus.

| am here today—not because of great church pro-
gramming—but because someone took the time to
invest personally in my life.

Grace be with you,

Christopher Milligan

Attendance
November 30 - Sunday School

Preschool 10
Children 16
Youth 12
Adults 91
TOTAL 129
Visitors 17

Worship Service: 143

Contacts for the week of 11/24-11/30 Total: 119
4 & 5 Years—20 Adult 3—22 Adult 4—77

Giving

Giving For November 30

General Budget Fund $ 6,594.30
Capital Improvements 25.00
Lottie Moon Offerings 2,125.00
Non-Budget Designated 150.00

Grand Total $ 8,894.30
Online Giving $ 440.00

Monthly Budget Requirement $51,083.00
November Budget Giving $42,711.34

Senior Adult Trip, Saturday, December 13
Nativity Pageant. Leaving the church
at 1:45. Call the office to sign up.

Scutiible

Senior Adult Bible Study o
December 16 at 10:30

Angel Tree Gifts Due December 8 £
Wrap gift & tape Angel tag to the gift.

el Tree

Mission of Hope to Huntsville
Friday, December 12
Signup sheets are located on the bulletin board
near the Sanctuary and church office. Help bring
joy to the children at Huntsville. We will leave the
church at 7:00 am; return in the afternoon.

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

37" ANNUAL HANGING OF THE GREEN...It's
happening this Sunday, December 7 during the
morning worship hour! By now you should have
been contacted by the Flower Committee or
myself assigning you a part in the service. If
that is the case, please come to the Sanctuary
at about 10:20 AM. We will work our way
through the service, explaining each step.
Sunday School teachers, please excuse
members of your class early.

Christmas blessings!

Bro. Menacsiy
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presented by the
Meridian Sanctuary Choir
with soloists and narrator
December 21, 2025
during AM worship

College & Young Adults SS Class
This new class begins January!

ost office is located near the
Library and is an opportunity for you to
give Christmas cards to those in the
church. Cost per card is .20 cents with
the proceeds going toward the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering. Place cards in alphabetical
order by last name.

Al l Lottie Moon Post Office
7 The p
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A Charlie Brown Christmas

Growing up as a child one of my favorite cartoons
was anything that pertained to Charlie Brown. One
of the highlights of the Christmas season was get-
ting the opportunity to watch the Charlie Brown
Christmas special each year as it aired on TV. |
am sure we are all familiar with the scene where
Linus Van Pelt shares the true meaning of
Christmas out of Luke’s gospel. With this in mind,
here is a devotional thought from “Our Daily
Bread” | thought you might enjoy as we enter the
Christmas season...

“Fifty-three years ago A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas was first broadcast on American television.
Some network executives thought it would be
ignored, while others worried that quoting the Bible
would offend viewers. Some wanted its creator,
Charles Schulz, to omit the Christmas story, but
Schulz insisted it stay in. The program was an
immediate success and has been rebroadcast
every year since 1965.

When Charlie Brown, the frustrated director of the
children’s Christmas play, is discouraged by the
commercial spirit of the holiday season, he asks if
anyone can tell him the real meaning of
Christmas. Linus recites Luke 2:8-14 including the
words, “For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men” (vv. 11-14 kjv). Then Linus
says, “That's what Christmas is all about, Charlie
Brown.”

If this season is filled with our own doubts and .
dreams, it's good to ponder afresh God's great
love expressed in the familiar story of Joseph,
Mary, the baby Jesus, and the angels who
announced the Savior's birth. That's what
Christmas is all about.” Meridian family;, as we
enter this Christmas season may we celebrate the
fact that Jesus is the reason for the season!

In Christ,
Pastor Michael



